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GENTLEMEN, 
ROADESE mA N Obedience to your Defires , 
SEDQ _> * here preſent you with that Pit. 
; courſe of Mine , I lately enter- 
d 3 taind th : Mine, I 
ATE 2 tain'd you with : Maine, I ſay, 
4 SAY) ſuch as it was, as I then de- 
livered it in the Pulpit ; but 
Yours n9w , ſuch as it 3s, as it appears to the 
world frow the Preſs. I could not but look 
upon it as a Teſtimony of great Reſpect , and I _ | 
ao with Thank- filneſs acknowledge it, that + 


you 
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you ſhould make choice of Me for opening the 
Scene of your anew-intended yearly Feaſt , 
after the interruption of” above twenty years. 
Wherefore I thought fit to pitch my thoughts 
#pon ſuch a ſubjecs as might include moſt of 
thoſe Ends, for which ſuch Meetings ſhould be 
deſigned. How well or ill 1 bawe handled it, I 
muſt leave to the judgment of the Pious and 
Ingennous Reader. | 

IF others ſhall find any SatisfaStion or Be- 
nefit in the peruſal of This , whatever it be , 


they muſt owe it to You, who Deſired, that 3s, 
' Ordered me to throw it into the Publick ; or if 


they meet with any thing that may wr 
or Offend them, they ought out of Charity to Ex- 
cuſe Me, who could not but Obey. 


Weſtminſter, 
July 22. 1680. | 
Your 
AfﬀeStionate Country-man, 


and Servant, 


Adam Littleton. 
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Preached at a Solemn Meeting £ 
OF 


The Gentlemen and I atives 
| OF 
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4 
Right Honourable, Worthy and Dearly ff 
belovedChriſtians and Conntry-men,hear | 8 
the Word of God, as you will find it j .}L 
.- 2-* written 1n the | : 


11 Epiſt. of St. Peter, chap. 1. verſ. 7. 
e4nd to Godlineſs [add | Brotherly þ 
Kindneſs ; and to Bratherly Kind= 
neſs, Charity. 


He Words, I have now read unto you, | 
as they are very neceflary and ſuita- | N 
ble to the general purpoles of Chriſtianity, . 
ſo are they no leſs ſeaſonable and fit for rhe $ 

_ | Pals 
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articular occaſion and buſineſs of our pre- 


{ent Meeting. 

Firſt, Here is Godlineſs in a more eſpecial 
manner to be practiſed by us at the Church, 
where we are now met; 1n our attendance 
upon the ſervice of God and hearing his 
Word. Then, Brotherly : Kindneſs to be 
ſhewn,when we meet at the Table at our En- 
tertainment , by renewing our interrupted 
Acquaintances , and expreſſing the mutual 
Offices of Love. And Jaſtly, Charity at our 
Departure thence, to be exhibited to thoſe of 
our abſent Brethren, whether here or in the 
Country, who may any way ftand in need of 
our Afliſtance. 

We begin this days work with Godlineſs, 
we are to continue it in Brotherly Kindneſs, 
and I hope to God ſhall make an end of it 
in Charity. | 

This Godlineſs to be exerciſed together 
with thoſe our tcllow-Chriſtians , Who come 
to joyn with us in the religious ſolemnity of 
the Day. This Brotherly Kindneſs amongſt 


Oxr ſelves, according to the Appointment 'of | 


our particuJar Meeting. And this Charity to 
ve handed to thoſe of our Brethren, whoſe 
wants 


E 


Wokc ESTE R=/hire Featl. 


wants are to be: ſupplied, that though they 
are not Gueſts, yet they may be Partakers of 
our Love-feaſt ; that {o leaving a Bleſſmg be- 
hind us , we may all of us carry away a Bleſ- 


' ſing with us to our ſeveral homes and habi- 


tations. 
Now that this our Meeting may not be for 


the worſe, as St. Paul complains of his Corin- <1 


thians, but for the better ; let us Pray unto Al- 
mighty God , that he would prevent us in all 
our doings with his moſt gracious faweur, and 
further us with his continual help , that in all 
our works of Piety, Kindneſs, and Charity, 


begun, continued, and ended in him , we may 


glorifie his holy Name, and finally by his mercy 


obtain everlaſting life , through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. \ 

In whoſe Name let us further pray for all 
our Brethren and Siſters throughout the world, 
all the ſons and daughters of Adam, that God, 
whoſe mercy 3s over all his works, would hawe | 
mercy upon.all men. 


4 


More eſpecially for all of the houſhold of 


Faith, for all our fellow-Citizens of the new 


Jeruſalem, for the whole Catholick Church. 


Particularly for that part of it here planted 


2 | armong 


ASER MON preached at the 


_ x ” = 
nor WOE reg ap i ws 
bY A 4 So 
—— : 


among us ; that he would be favourable to our 
Sion, that all that lope her and her ways, may 
proſper , and that all counſels and all weapons 
formed againſt her, may ever miſcarry and come 


to nought, as hitherto (praiſed be his Goodneſs ) 


they have done ; that neither Popery nor Schiſm 


may ever prevail over Her. 

And herein in a moſt eſpecial nzanner, for bis 
moſt excellent Majeſty CHAR LES, @c. that 
he would with the choiceſt of his gifts and gra- 
ces crown his Royal Head and Heart, that be 
would preferwve his Perſon, eftabliſh his Gibere- 
ment, dire&t hjs Counſels, and. proſper his Vnder- 
rakings : ; and that after a long long and happy 
Reign over ws , he would make his Glory great 
in bis Salvation; that he would bleſs him in 
his Royal Conſort Queen KAT HERINE, 
in his Whiftrious \ Brother JAM ES D. of 
York, @c. 

Let ws continie-onr prayers and enforce our 
requeſts for the whole Land and Nation to which 
we belong , that he would pardon our Sins and 
heal our Breaches, that neither our Ongodly pro- 
vocations on the one hand,nor our Vncharitable 
diviſions on the other, may ever forfeit or be- 
tray that Peace which we do at preſent enjoy. 
| Laſt ly , 
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y here aſſembled , that he would grant us his 
7 grace ſo to order our lives with that Piety to 
7e God , that Brotherly Kindneſs to one another, 
1 and that Charity to the poor of our Brethren, 
m _. according to the ability he hath beſtowed upon 


every one of us; and that he would at this 
7s time fo aſſiſt us, both Me the unworthy diſpes- 
th fer of his Word , and Tou his beloved People, 
t- that both I may ſo ſpeak, &c. 


e Theſe and all. other our Deſires and Ackpow- 
7 ledgements, let us again recommend unto our 
= merciful Father in the Name and Words of his 
y well-beloved Son, ſaying, as himſelf hath taught G: | 
7t 25 to pray, Our Father, @c. 1 
a | 
oy And to Godlineſs | add | Brotherly Kind- 


f neſs ; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity. 


h The Apoſtle having told his Brethren and 
b. Country-men, the Convert- Fews, (tor thoſe 
d were they he writes to, as being the Apoſtle 
_ of the Circumciſion ) that through the know- 
e ledge of Chriſt, they had all things given unto v-3 
- them that pertain unto life and godlineſs , and 
that by thoſe exceeding great and precious pro- v4: 
| miſes, 


miſes, which were made out to them by him, 


Ve. 6, 


remand 


they might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having eſcaped the corruption that is in the 
world through luft ; he puts them in mind what 
they are more to do in order to this end, 
what further progreſs they are to make in 
their Chriſtian profeſition , that beſides this 
they would give all diligence, and add to their 
faith, wertue ; and to wertite, knowledge ; and 
to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience , and to patience, godlineſs ; and to 
godlincſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly 
kindeſs, charity. And then tells them 1n the 
two following verſes, that if theſe things be 
in them and abound, they will make them that 
they ſhall not be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that is, 
that they ſhould not be idle, empty, formal 
Profeſlors of the Goſpel, but true Chriſtians 


indeed, who evidence and juſtifie their pro- 
tcſſion by their converſation : and on the o- 


ther hand, that be that lacketh theſe things; 
bath forgotten that he was purged from his old 
firs ; that is, his Chriſtianicy,notwithſtanding 
his having been baptized, and his having re- 
ceived the Goſpel, does him no good, _ 
| Mm 
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him in no ſtead , nor {o much as ſerves to 
diſtinguiſh him from other common men, 
from ordirary Heathens ; but leaves him, as 


it found him, ſtill in his ſins: and then v.10, 


preſies the praQice of theſe things , as the 
onely way to make their calling av election 
are. 
Before I go to treat particularly of theſe 
three ſeveral Yertues or Graces here recom- 
mended to us , give me leave to give you 
ſome account of them firſt in the General, 
partly from the Context, as they are reckon'd 
up with other graces; and partly from the 
Text it lelf, as they depend upon and cohere 


with one another, 

In the whole Context the Apoſtle hath ſet 
down, as you have heard, no leſs than eight 
diſtin charaGers or qualifications requilite 
to conſtitute and denominate a'man a fincere 
Chriſtian, one truly Religious ; to wit, Faith, 
Vertne, Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, God. 
lineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity, as the 
Complement and Contummartion of al]. 

From whence I draw this Corollary, That true 


Religion 18 in its nature an Accumulative and 


Comprehenſive thing , that doth not conliſt 
| IN 
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in any one {ingle Act, or {mpl> Habit, burre- 
caires a Complex of Vertues, a Conſtellation 
of Graces. 

In the Text it ſelf we find three of theſe 
Vertues or Graces ina more indearing manner 
joyn'd together, Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs, 
and Charity. 

Hence I gather this Remark , That Godli- 
neſs, that 1s, Piety towards God, ts not a mo- 


_ roſe, il|-natured, and humorous principle, as 


too many peradventure have taken it to be, 
but that which requires to be accompanied 
with a&ts of Kindneſs and works of Charity 
to our Brethren and fellow-members , eſpe- 
cially thoſe who ſtand in ſome nearer rela- 
tion to us, to whom therefore we have more 


- particular obligations. 


I. Firſt for the Context, that Religion is a 
thing of an Accumulative and Comprehen- 
ſive nature, appears by the Apoſtles reckon- 
ing up ſeveral Ingredients and Integral parts 
for the making up: the Body of it. I ſhall 
not dare to ſay, that .it was S. Peter's deligne 
in this place to make an exact and. compleat 
Enumeration of thole Vertnes, which are to 

| make 
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make up the truth of Religion as may be 
made out by thoſe other Liſts and Catalogues, 
which his Brother S. Paul has given us, 0 al. 
V. 22, 23. and elſewhere; in which we ſhall 
find ſome of theſe here named by him omit- 
ted , and others mentioned ' by him , here 
not taken notice of. ' It was enough "i the 
ones and the others purpoſe, to lay down 


{ome of the principal, wherein the main of 
 Religionlies. 


However, this 1s evident, and plainly ap- 
pears from them both, that there is cunmlys 
virtutum, an accmaatin of Virtues, an ag- 
oregation of good things, requilite to intitle 
a man to the truth of Religion, to make him 
deſerve the name of one truly Religious. 

And thus 1s 1t in common Morality, where 
they tell us that all the virtues are fo inſepara- 
bly linked cogether,that where any one is war = 
ting, there 1s really no one of them. Nay, 
even in the performance of any ſingle a& of 
any one wvertue, there is that complex con(1- 
deration of all the circumftances,according to 
the Philoſophers definitzon of them, that it 
be done ws 4a, x om I's, 4 ory Ia, 1n that man- 
zer, and at ſuch time, and according to ſuch 


C - pro- 
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On COT ATED 


proportions as it ought to be done, to make 
it a vertuous act. This alſo founded upon a 
general Maxim or Rule, among the Moraliſts, 
that Bonmm ex integra cauſa, Malum ex quovis 


defefiu ; that any Good action muſt proceed 


from an intire cauſe, and that the defect of © 


any one circumſtance ſpoils the action, and 
makes it to become Ew. 

If it be ſo in meer Moral practices, much 
more 1s it ſo in Religzors concerns, ſince Re- 
ligion 1s the Improvement and Perfection of 
Morality, as Faith 1s the Directer + and Ac- 
compliſher of Reaſon. It ts not then any 
one {imple Habit, any one fingle A& can in- 
title any one to the truth of Religion any 
more than to Morality, which are either of 
them to be made up of a complex of Vir- 
twes, that are , as the Poets fancied of the 
Graces, . to go hand in hand, and to keep 
their orderly rounds, and to give their mu- 
tual afliſtances in the conduc and manage- 
ment of Humane or Chriſtian lite. 


It 15 true, he whop hath Faith f who be- 


leves Goſpel-myſteries, and profeſles this be- 
licf, has upon that bare account a title to 
Chri- 
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Chriſtianity as tothe external priviledge of it ; 
but that is not enough to denominate him a 
true Chriſtian, unleſs he go on,and add to his 
faith, wertue. And he whoris Vertuous, who 
orders his converſation vertuouſly, may in 
{omeſenſe be called an honeſt Good man ; but 
then he muſt add to his wertue , knowledge. 
And he who is a kzowing man, and has gotten 
a competent Theory of the Credenda and A- 
genda, things to be believed and things to be 
done, of the myſteries and duties of Religion, 
may be ſaid to be a Wiſe underſtanding man ; 
but then he muſt add to his knowledge, tem- 
perance ; or elſe his knowledge will be no 
more than what the Grnofticks boaſted of, a 


ſort of Hereticks who though ſo named from 


their pretended knowledge, yet lived in all 
kind of impurities. Again, he who is Tempe- 
rate, and reſtrains his natural deſires, may ſo 
far be looked upon as a Sober perſon ; but 
then he muſt add to his temperance, patience, 
for the indurance of afflictions, as well as the 
forbearance of pleaſures. And he who 15 
Patient, and humbly ſubmits to the divine 
will in his'chaſtiſements or trials, may be ve- 
ry well taken to be a Meck man, which 1s one 

| C 2 
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of the chief marks of a right Chriſtian ſpirit ; 
but then he muſt add to his patience , godli- 
neſs. Now he that is Godly, that fears God, 
and often comes before him in his private 


and publick addreſſes, frequents his Church 


and Ordinances , and orderly performs the 


duties of tamily and cloſet, he ſurely has made 
a fair advance 1n Religion, and may and muſt 
be thought a Piozs man ; but then to his 


godlineſs he muſt add brotherly kindneſs. And 


he that has a love for the Brotherhood, 1s cour- 


tcous, and gentle, and mild in his converſe, 
and well-meaning to all of the ſame Society, 
may not improperly be term'd a Good-natured 
man, a thing which is ſo far from being a dil- 
advantage or diſparagement, that it 1s a great 
ornament to Religion; but then he muſt 
to brotherly kindneſs add charity, And now 
we are come to the very topſtone of this ſpi- 
ritual edifice, to the very pitch of perfection ; 
Charity being the fulfilling of the Law, both 
Moral and Chriſtian. 

Here you find that to Faith is to be added 
Vertue, to Vertue Knowledge,and ſo on; which 
rationally infers, that not any one or more of 
theſe will ſerve turn without the other. So 

then 
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then it is not enough to be a Bekewver, to be 


Virtuons, to be Knowing, to be Temperate, to 


- be Patient, t6 be Godly, to be Brotherly kind, 


to be Charitable ; I fay it 1s not ſufficient for 


- a man to be any one of theſe, but he muſt 
be all theſe , it he will be a good Chriſtian, 


and mean to deſerve the name of one truly 
Religions. | 
Thus much of the firſt general head; the 
ſecond 1s that which more nearly and imme- 
diately concerns us, which is gathered out of 


the Text 1t {elf, that 


2. Inaſmuch as the Ypoſile here requires 
Brotherly Kindneſs and” Charity to be {uper- 


added to Godlineſs ; that GCodlineſs 1s not a. 


morole, humorous, ill-natured , much leſs a 


. cruel, miſchievous and bloudy principle ; bur 


muſt , to make it a true genuine godlinels, 
be attended with acts of Kindneſs and works 
of Charity. So S. Peter himtelt, in his 1 Ep. 
ch.2. v.17. Love the Brotherhood. Fear God, 
and then Honour the King as Gods Vicegerent 
and Lord of the Community. As 1t there 
could be no right fear of God without /ove of 
the brotherhood , and neither one nor other 
without a due honour to the King, the Head 


of the brotherhood, In 


13. 


—_— 
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In like manner S. Paw reſolves all Religion 
Philem. 5- 1nto Faith and Love ; faith toward the Lord 
Jeſus, and love toward the Saints , which 


make up his myſtical body, whereof we are 


all fellow-members; for in this ſenſe we pro- 
tels to believe the communion of Saints. 
And ſo the beloved Diſcipie tells us, that 
1 Joh. 3. this 3s Gods commandment, that we ſhould be- 
'*  hiewe in the Lord Jeſus, and love one another, 


Thus Chrift himſelf hath ſtated the buſt- 


Joh. 31-'neſs of his Religion, If ye continue in my Word, 
that is, keep my commandments, ther are ye 
my diſciples indeed. And how's that? in 


another place he ſays it over in theſe words, ' 


Joh.13-35 By this ſhall all men know, that ye are my diſ- 
ciples, if ye lowe one another. It ſcems then, 
that our loving one another 1s ' the ſame 
thing as continuing in his Word, as keeping 
his Commandments : and hereupon it 1s faid 

Rom. 13- that owe 3s the fulfilling of the law. This was 

that mew commandment , Chriſt brought into 
joh. 13-34 the world, that we ſhould owe one another. 
This the great xewiezo and tryal of our love 

to God, of our godlineſs it ſelf, that we love 

1 Joh. 4. the brethref, as he tells us ; For, fates he, 

po he who loves not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 

| how 
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bow can he pretend to love God, whom be hath 


not feen 
Nor 1s this ſo a zew commandment, as 


himſelf mm.” but that it was an old 


one too. - For our Saviour's Anceſtor Da- 
vid in his ſhort Catechiſm, P/al. x 5. has given 
much-what the ſame account of Religion. 
Lord, ſaies he, who ſhall abide in thy taberna- 
cle? who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill ? 1. e. 


* who has a right to the priviledges of the 


Church militant ® who has aſſurance of an 
everlaſting poſſeſſion in the Church trinm- 
phant ® He anſwers this queſtion in the four 


- following verſes. He that walketh uprightly, 


and worketh righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the 
truth in þis heart. He that backbiteth not with 
his tongue, nor doth ewil to his neighbour, nor 


2 Joh, oh 


taketh up-a reproach againſt. his neighbour ; and 


ſoon. Which are all or moſt part of them. 
expreſſes of brotherly kindneſs and charity : 
and-then in the cloſe he tells us , that He 
which doth theſe things ſhall never fall. 


So then we are to!love God with all our heart Luk 15.17 


and ſtrength ;that's Godlineſs: and our neighbour 
as our ſelves ; that's Brotherly kindneſs and 
Charity : as Chriſt himſelf. hath ſumm'd up 
the duties of the Law. And. 
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Joh. 16.2, 


And many other ſuch patlages there are in 


Scripture to evince this truth, had I time to 
_ inſiſt on them. 


If this be ſo,, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe 


who rake up Ghdlineſs on other terms, as if 


their ſiriEnels and zeal to God's lorvice, to 
his worſip , right or wrong, excuſed them 
from all offices of love to their fellow-men, 


their fellow-chriſtians ; nay , obliged them 


to be Unkind, to be Uncharitable, and to 


perſecute even to death thoſe, who, not out 


of any evil meaning to them , will not, but 
out of conſcience to God de not comply 
with ſinful conditions of communion with 
them. d 

This was Forerold by our bleſſed Lord 
ſhould be the lot of his followers, that ſome 
ſuch zealots there would be, who would txr7 
them ont of the Synagogue , excommunicate 
them for Hereticks, and then kzll them , and 
yet by their ſo doing would think they did 
God good PR 


Bleſſed Jeſu ! where have theſe men, who 


take thy holy Name in vain, theſe Fellows of 


thine, ( for ſo they ſtile themſelves, ) learnt 


of 


_—_- 
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of thee ſuch principles, ſuch practices as thele, 
that it is lawtul fo cruelly and treacherouſly to 
deal with men who live quietly by them ? 
with S. Pau!'s Sword to deſtroy them from 
off the face of the earth, and with S. Peter's 
Keys to lock the gates of Heaven againſt 
them ? to murder them 1n this world, and to 
damn them in the next? This Evangelinns 
armatum , this Sanguinary dodrine, was no 
Goſpel of thy making, no doctrine of thy tca- 
ching. Thy doctrine was ſealed with ng 
bloud but that of thy own, who waſt the tea- 
cher of it, and that of thy Apoſtles and Mar- 


tyrs, who were the propagators of it; and 


though thou faidſt thou cameſt not to ſend mario 34 


peace but a ſword, yet that ſword was not de- 
fien'd to fight with, but to ſuffer by ; it was ' 
a ſword of a paſſeve not of an aGive perle- 
cution as to thy Diſciples, by which they were 
to fall victims themſelves, and not to {acrifice 
che lives of others. 

How contrary to thine and their meek in- 
nocent methods of converting ſouls, are the 
traiterous contrivances and helliſh con{pira- 
cies of thoſe who for the advantage of Holy 
Church, plot the murder of Kings,the ſlaughter 
D Gi 
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of Subjets, and the ruine of States, and 
( rare Maſters of Chriſtianity, as they are ) 
think it glorious to Proſelyte whole Nations 
by baptizing them in their bloud. May God 
ever preſerve his gracious Majeſty and Us the 


ſinful people of this Land from ſuch villa- 


nous Attempts of his and our Enemies. 

I know the like Bzgotries and Ontrages are 
charged upon our SeCarzes even at this time, 
and that with great vehemence. I am hear- 
tily ſorry, that any, who delight to wear the 
name of Proteſtants, as I think moſt of thoſe 
people do , ſhould give a juſt occaſion for 
fuch a charge. But if it be ſo, if there ſhall 


be any danger hereafter on that ſide, as there 


hath bcen lately on the other, may God in 


good time diſcover it 'as he hath done the 
other, and avert and defeat them both. For 
' as I have been ſpeaking my utmoſt abhor- 


rence of Jeſuitical principles, ſo IT am very 
far from pleading the cauſe of any party of 
amen, be they of what denomination ſoever, 


[who at by ſuch principles. 


No ; nor would I, ner can I without in- 
Jury, be ſo underſtood, that in the ſcope and 
drift of this diſcourſe Liecnided a ſhelter and 
de- 
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defence for Schiſm-; as if the ſober execution 
of penal laws upon offenders in Church as 
well as State, were the ſame thing with that 
Irregular, Vnchriſtian, Inbhumane perſecution, 1 
have been declaring againſt ; the caſe bein 
quite different betwixt the wicked efforts of 
an Uſurped pretended power without #5, and 
the prudential proceedings of a lawful autho- 
rity over ms. 

Though truly after all it cannot be denied, 
( with grief I ſpeak it ) and fo far at leaſt 
this Charge-muſt be owned; that ſince we 
have run our ſelves iato theſe diviſions , 
wherein we now ſtand,the pretence of God- 
lineſs has almoſt baniſhed all brotherly kind- 
neſs and oharity from among us. 


SEBonedhe Atnh..... 


IE. I have done with the General part. I 
come now to treat of theſe vertues ſeverally ; 
Godlineſs, Brotherly kindneſs, and Charity. 

Godlineſs in reference to God, Brotherly 

- kindneſs to one another , and Charity to all 
men, eſpectally to our Poor. 

1. GODLINESS in the firſt place, 
that our Brotherly kindneſs may be inoffen- 


five, and our Charity acceptable. ! 
D 2 Now 
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Now there are as ſeveral ſorts of Godli- 
eſs, in vulgar acception of the word , - as 


there are of Religions in the world. At this 


rate there are godly Pagans, godly Turks, 


godly Papiſts, godly Hereticks , and.godly 


Schiſmaticks. Nay, upon this account per- 
chance the Devils themſelves in ſome ſenſe 
are not to be quite exempted from. ſome no- 
tion of godlinels ; for they believe and trent- 
ble , they have a kind of Religion amongſt 
them too, and though they do not love God, 
they believe and fear him, 

I make no doubt to believe what our 
S. Peter hath affirm'd, and to fay it after him, 
that Now-hnow I of a truth, ſaies he, that God 


is no reſpeSter of perſons, aud that in every na-' 


tion he that fears God and works righteouſneſs, 
( whatever his way of worſhip be, if he does 
not know or has not the means to know any 
better ) 7s accepted of him : This is but the 


judgment of charity. But to think or fay that 


an Ifidel as an Infidel, a Mahometan as a Ma- 


 hometan, and lo of the reſt, that a Papiſt, a 
| Heretich,, or a Schiſmatick,, as ſuch, is in a 


falvable condition, is ſuch a fondneſs of cha- 
rity, that it can be little better it ſelf than 
an 
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an heretical, a damnable opinion. I am ſure 
it 1s not the judgment of diſcretion, as being 
no where warranted by the Word ot God, 
and having been anathematized byour Chyrch 
in her Articles. 

Godlineſs then doth not conliſt in a form, 
in the mode or dreſs of worſhip. That's buc 
external and ceremonious : yet a form 15 ne- 
ceſfary; and it 1s impoſſible to ſerve God 0- 
therwiſe , that 1s, without ſome farm or o- 
ther. However, as neceſiary as a Form is to 
Godlineſs, 'tis not eſſential ; for which reaſon 
It may be ſuppoſed our Saviour himſelf did 
not think fit to appoint any form , but leſt 
It to the prudence of his Apoſtles 1n their ſe- 


veral diſtrits and provinces, and conſequent- 


ly to particular Churches, pro hic @» nunc, to 
determine.And herein,as I take it,lies the na- 
ture of Schiſm,for men wiltully to depart from 
that publick form of worſhip, which the au- 
thority of that Church they belong to hath 
preſcribed , and ſo-to diſmember themſelves 
trom their own body. 

And upon this ground we of the Church of 


England may acquit our ſelves,and juſtifie our - 


ſeparation from the Church of Rome,as the bold 
. : Bri-. 
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Britiſh Biſhops did, when they gave a mee- 
ring to Auſtin the Popes Miſſionary at a place 
in our County, thence called Auſtins Oke, 
which Cambden owns, but confeſſes he knows 
not where to fix; where they did with e- 
qual truth and bravery diſdain the Popes ju- 
ri{diction over the Britiſh Churches : I fay, 
we may anſwer the Romanifts , when they . 
charge us wich Hereſze and Schiſm,in S. Paul's 
words , [| as having no dependance upon the 
Pope , unleſs we will foolithly inflave our 
A8.24-14- elves | that according to that way which they 
call Hereſie , we worſhip the God of our fa- 
thers. 

Tis true , ſome forms are in themſelves 
faulty ; but the beſt of forms is not of it ſelf 
ſaving , ſufficient to falvation : ſince the A- 

2 Tim. 3.5 poſtle-tells us, that ſome hawing the form of 
godlineſs, deny the power thereof. 

If then Godlineſs doth not conſiſt in a 
form,much leſs doth it in cant and gibbriſh,in 
afteted tones and uncouth phraſes. No, 
Godlineſs lies in the heart and the life of a 
"mma ; there's the power and the truth 
of it. 

| When the Hear) | 1s pollceſt with a reve- 

rential 
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rential aw of the divine power, and majeſty, 
and juſtice , and with the love of his mercy 
and goodneſs, and all the affe&ions are exer- 
_ Ciſed upon his adorable perfetions: And 
yet ſtill theſe poſſeſſions of heart, our good 
intentions and pious directions of mind are 
not enough, but muſt be {et forth to the /ife 
 1n our lives, if we will be truely godly. For 
tis a godly life , that is, the life of godlineſs. 
The Apoſtle tells us of ſome that live with- 
out God in the world. Thoſe are in the 
ſtricteſt lenſe the ngod!y ones : and he warns 


us to deny ungodly laſts. That's right Godli- Tir.z.12, 


neſs. 
But then more particularly Godlineſs 1s 
made out in the publick worſhip of God. 


So 'tis ſaid of Enos his time, that then began cen.4.25. 


men to call -upon the name of the Lord, that is, 
to worſhip him in ſolemn aſſemblies, and in 
publick devotions. And this godlneſs, when 
we can once agree in Gods publick worſhip, 
will begert and confirm brotherly kindneſs, 
which 1s the next vertue to be,{poken to. 


2. BROTHERLY KINDNESS. Brother 


in Scripture-uſe 1s not always taken in that 
Nar- 
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narrow ſenſe of relation & kindred, but many 
times comprehends all mankind, as we are all 
deſcended of Adam. Eſpecially it denotes 
thoſe of the houſhold of faith ; this being the 
neereſt tye and ſtricteſt obligation of brother- 
hood. And O that we, who own our ſelves 


Pal.133-1. Chriſtians, Proteſtants, might as brethren dwell 


cogether 1n unity , that we might go to the 


Pal.;5.14- houſe of God in company, & take {weet coun- 


{el together. But alas ! as we ſtand divided, 
how can we call our ſelves brethren © Such bre- 
thren we may be as Eſau and Jacob, Iſaac and 
Iſhmael, Cain and Abel were, to hate,and per- 
{ecute, and ruine one another , if 6ccaſſon 
were offered. Surely , ſurely , thoſe who 
have deſerted our Eſtabliſhments, we may 
and muſt call them Engliſh brethren ; but 
how to call them Proteſtant brethren I do not 
well know ; for of them I may ſay, what 


: Joh-2.19 S. John ſaies of ſome in his time, that if they 


had been of us, they would not have departed 
rom us. However , we mult have a love 
and kindneſs for them too, and this Kindne 
to our brethren is to be expreſt in thought, 
word, and action. 
That we think the belt of them, put the 
beſt 
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beſt interpretation upon their ations , that 
we wiſh them well , rejoyce in their well- 
doing, and condole their ills: and this is that 
which by the Schools is called amor benewolen- 
tiz, the love of good will. 
That we ſpeak the belt of them according 
Ll, to the judgment of charity, and that we judg 
| not, for fear of being judged. Bat, 7s 2, 
That we do them all manner of good ; 
for this 1s the royal law, to do as we would 
be done by. And chus our bleſled Lord, 
who as he was our elder brother, the firſt-bo:n 
of the creation, ſo was the author of our Re- 4: 
ligion; he went about doing good, and ſee- a8.ro.z8 | \ 
king opportunities of doing 1t. x 
Where this brotherly kindneſ3is, there will 4-0 
| be no grudg and hatred, no envy or malice (4H 
| at the heart, no calumny and detraCtion, no 
| ſlander and reproach in the tongue, no quarr e] | 
| and ſtrife, no miſchief or myury in ation. » "4 
| But then this kindneſs muſt not proceed ſo ; 
far as to degenerate into a ſinful compliance 
with our brothers fins. This would make 
us brethren in iniquity. This the Apoſtle i 
taxes, Rom. 1. the laſt verle; ſpeaking of AM 
thoſe who hots pleaſure 1n thank that do evil 74 
E things, 


26 


A SERMON preached at the 


BEET NN rt... 


things, oudJru3yles, that conſent with them ; as 


Fal 50.18 the Pſalmiſt ſays, Thou ſaweſt a thief,and con- 


ſentedſt with him. To be drunk with the 


drunken, to fit with patience and hear my 


brother blaſpheme God and damn his own- 
| ſoul, to {ee him run down a precipice, blun- 


der into a pit , and take the ready way for 


hell, and not lay hold of him and pull him . 


back, this is ſuch brotherly kindneſs as the De- 


vil himſelf has for any man in the world. 


zev.15.77 What faies the rule in Leviticus £ Thou ſhalt 


love thy brother, and not ſuffer ſin upon him ; 
Thar's the trueſt of loves. Hence, Correptio 
fraterna, brotherly reproof in ſuch caſes is 
reckon'd to be one of the chief aGts of Charity. 

O my dear Bretbren,]ct it not be ſaid of us, 
that we meet for exceſs and riot, for noiſe and 
quarrel ; but rather let it be ſeen by our car- 
riage, that we come together upon a religioxs, 
a brotherly, and a charitable account. 

And that's the thing we are all to conclude 
with; where let me beg your patience as well 
as charity, that you will not think me tedious, 
whilſt I inlarge my ſelf upon this bleſſed ſub- 
ject of charity. 1 


3. CHA- 
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3- CHARITY! where art thou? in 
what airy Manſion art thou lodg'd ? what 
inviſible Palace doſt thou inhabit? Where 
may we find thee, that we may make our du- 
tiful addreſſes to thee ? S. Paul indeed has 
g1ven a fair deſcription of thee, in 1 Cor. 13. 
but by thoſe charaGers there laid down, *cis 
very difficult finding thee out in any earthly 
abode ; and ſure he himſelf was wrapt up 
into the third heaven , when he took the 
copy of thy celeſtial countenance, and drew 
thoſe amiable lines and features of thy Sera- 
phick beauty. 

Thou waſt ſhe , who from eternity waſt 
that cement, by which the three Perſons.of 


the glorious "Trinity were united in the Uni. 


ty of the Godhead , and were ſatisfied in 
their mutual injoyments , when as yet there 
was nothing without them, nothing beſides 
them. 

Thou ſhe , who afterward by thy charms 
of love didſt joyn the Upper and the Lower 
world ; who broughteſt down the Son of 
Cod, and madeſt him deſcend upon earth, 
and who wilt bring us up to heaven after 


him, whither he is aſcended. 
E 2 Thor 
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3 Joh.4.16 


Thou art the very foundation and perfe- 
Gion of Chriſtian Religion, who with an in- 
finite aCtivity flfilleft all God's command- 
ments, and with as infinite a goodnels covereſt 
all our ſs. 

Tho createſt and keepeſt up a good un- 
derſtanding betwixt a Prince and his. People, 
and betwixt the people among themſelves; 
making wen of one mind in a houle, in a city, 
ma Kingdom. | 

Thou art the very band and ligament of 
Peace, who preſerveſt and ſccureſt all the In- 
tereſts of mankind, their lives and liberties, 
their plenty and proſperity in their ſeveral 
ſocieties and ſtations. 

He that abideth 1n thee , abideth in God, 
and God in him ; for thou and God are all 
One. 

Thou with an omnipotence equal to Gods, 
beareſt all things, indureſt all things , belie- 
veſt and hopeſt all things. | 

And at laſt, after thou haſt wrought thy 
mighty and glorious acts of kindneſs here be- 
low, thou ſhalt aſcend in triumph through the 
fpangled vaulr, and ſhalt enter into heaven 
with a train of thy good works following 
thee, 
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thee, leaving thy two ſifter-graces behind 
thee at heaven-gate ; for in that bleſſed 
ſtate of Viſron and Fruition there will be no 
need of either Faith or Hope, where thou a- 
lone, O Charity, together with the Three-One 
God, ſhalt be all in all. 

But hold ! what mean T in this tranſport 
to lofe thee by inquiring after thee 2 What 
did I ſay? lofe thee? I have found thee. I 
ſee thee. Thou art (bleſſed be God) come 
into the Congregation, and with thy gracious 
preſence haſt hII'd the Church. I fee thy 
holy flame ſitting on each pious breaſt, and 
 Inlivening and inlarging every devout heart 
with 1ts heavenly warmth. Let me now 
therefore look out for obje&ts upon which 


thou mayſt beſtow thy blelled lelt. 


Charity 1s of that diffuſive nature, that it 
extends it ſelf to all mankind, as being the e- 
manation of divine goodneſs , Which 1s as 1n- 
finite as God himſelf 1s; and more eſpecially 
reacheth its kindly effects over the whole 

Catholick Church, to all of the houſhold of 
faith ; it being that which unites and ties to- 


gether all the members of that myſtical body. 
But 
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But I am not now to ſpeak of it in that Jar- 
ger {enſe, but in an importance appropriate 
to the Poor of our Brethrez, whom God 
hath appointed his Receivers, as he hath made 
the Rich his Truſtees. 2 

That, to wit, that the Poor are his Re- 


ceivers, appears by the account Chriſt, who 


himſelf is to be the Judge, gives us of the 
laſt judgment , Matth. 25. that what we 
do to any of our poor Brethren , he takes it 
as done to himſelt ; and upon this ſcore it is 
ſaid, He that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the 
Lord. . | | 

Thzs, to wit,that the Rich are but his Tru- 


| ſtees,is made good by the parable of the Ta- 


1 Tim. 6. 


"I's 


lents, which the only way of improving, 1s to 
lay them out ; and by that charge the Apolile 
gives, Charge them that are rich in this world 
that they do good , that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate, &c. Why charge them to do o, it it be 
not their duty ſo to do ? 

This kind of charity is expreſt in feeding 
the hungry, in cloathing the naked, in viſitin 
the ſick, in relieving the widow and father- 


all 


__ 
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leſs, and generally m ſupplying the wants of 
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all thoſe, eſpecially in the circle of our own 
ſociety and brotherhood, who any way want 
our aſſiſtance. And this charity it 1s, that as 
in this world it ſanCifies, improves, and ſe- 
cures eſtates to men and their poſterities after 


them ; ſo in the next world will be that, b 
which eternal rewards will be adjuſted to 
men , as "—" find 1n that fore-cited place, 
Mat. 2 


Let me conclude this argument for charity 


with a bleſſed Promiſe, that the merciful ſhall var.s.-, 


obtain mercy; and a ſevere Threat, that thoſe 
who have ſhewn no mercy, are to expect in 
their greateſt diſtre(s at the day of judgment, 
juſtice without mercy trom a righteous God. 
Onely let me add, that thoſe ( for there 
is ſuch a ſort of well-minded perſons im the 
world ) that put off their doing good works 
till they die , beſides that they-may by ſome 
ſudden unexpected accident be cut off from 
putting their good intentions into execution, 


ought to conſider that their charity is not fo ' 


chankworthy, that they give then, when chey 
can hold no longer : The ſureſt rule is, to be 
continually doing good, as occations ſhall 


offer themſelves. 
Now 
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Now as to the obje&s of our charity, I am _ 
perſwaded we have enow of them within = 
our own ſphere, mean of our native Country, 
It 1s the opinion of ſome, that the objec} 
preſented doth lay a neceſlity upon the ele- 
Ction of the Will. I with it were fo in the 
buſineſs of charity. Shall I lay ſome inftan- 
ces before you ? 

There are poor Livings, poor Schools, 
where the Mznifters and Maſters are fo far 
from having an honorable allowance , that 
they have ſcarce a bare ſubſiſtance. But* 
theſe things of a publick concern are ſuch, as 
I fear our ammal contributions .will hardly 
reach to : Though TI have a proſpe& , what 
hereafter -may be done, if we ever come to 
get ſuch a bank, a ſtock, as may be called a 
Mount of Piety. | 

There are Miniſters poor Widows and Or- 
phans, poor aged perſons to be taken care of, 
having no ability to help themſelves ; and (P 
poor Children to be educated and bred up to 
Callings ; of which kind of charity anEminent 
| Country-man of ours hath ſhewn a great and 

laſting Example , and by that means rais'd a 

Monu- 
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Monument to his own Name amongſt u us, 
and F doubt not intail'd a great Bleſling upon 
his whole Family. 

Well ; but what do I? do T take npon 
me to fired) ? No: butIam ſethere to give 
aim. Tt muſt be left ro the prudence of 
thole worthy perſons ( with fubmiſlion to 
whole better judgment I ſpeak m this caſe ) 
I fay 'tis Jett to their diſcretion, . who are in- 
truſted with the diſpolal of our Charitics, to 
make application of them, as they ſhall think 
fir. Only let me be bold to name to yon two 
ſorts of Poor, and preſs in their behalf, who 
may moſt properly challenge a ſhare in 
them. 

- The Clothworking trade has been one of 
the glories of IVorceſter-{nire , and has main- 
tain'd when time was many ftimilies, who are 
now I fear moſt of them impoveriſhed through 
want either of Employment or Encourage- 
ment. Thereaſon of it poſſibly may be this, 
that our Staple is betrard into forrein hands; 
and that ffrargers, what by their thrife and 
other crafts, under-ſell us in the manufacture 
of our own commodity. It will be a thing 


very well becoming you, Worthy Conntry-men, 
F and 
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nd no lefs agreeable to the place where you 
are to meet, Drapers Hall, to take this into 
our conl! erarids. 

Another ſort which I muſt heartily recom- 
mend to you, is the Royal Sufferers, T mean 
the old Cavaliers; T pray God there may ne- 
ver be any occaſion for zew ones ; thoſe who 
have {pent their bloud,, and exhauſted their 
eftates in the ſervice of their King and Corn 
try. TI cannot forbear, though it be to pub- 
lick ſhame, but ſpeak it with grief, that that 
ſort of men have ſince the Kings happy. Re- 


' ftauration been too too much neglected: when 


brave perſons with their ſcars, the marks of 
their Loyalty upon them, have been forced 
to beg their bread , with that great unfortu- 
nate General, Date obolum Beliſario , I, and 


| have periſhed for want of it. And though 


that were fo long ago, as by this time to put 
tormer merits out of mind, and many if not 
moſt perhaps of thoſe Sufferers have been 
eaten up with their wants, and gone in di- 
content to their long homes, and fo preven- 
ted our Charity ; yet ſome no queſtion of 
that number have ſurvived their hard fate, 
and have been by ſome extraordinary Provi- 
dence kept alive ; who knows but for the 


. comfort of this day ? Come, 


goon. 


EL nttng 
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Come, Gentlemen, our City and Connty has 
been famous for its Loyalty and Sufferings, 
having been one of the firſt Stages of the'Cz- 
vil War, to fight for gaſping Monarchy ; and 
at laſt the Scene of that fatal Defeat, when 


the God of our Dread Soveraign, who dwelt Den. 33, 
in the Buſh ,, covered his head in the day of 661.1457 


Battle, and ſecured his eſcape amid(t the ar- 
med throngs of his enemies that had beſet 
him. I leave it with you ; onely remem- 
bring you, that we are met here this day for 
the honour.of our Country, and we cannot do . 
her a-greater Honour , than by owning di- 
ſtreſſed Loyalty, and relieving thoſe who have 
been Sufferers upon that honorable account. 


Briefly to recapitulate all that 1 have been ſay- 
ing, the Apoſtle has ſum'd up all Religion 4n three 


words, That we live god!y,righteouſly, and foberly 5 Tic. 2.12. 


which is muchwhat the ſame with my Text. God- 


Ly, inthe fear and ſervice of God. Righteouſly, by 


doing by others as we would be done by our lelves;. 
which includes Charity, when out of compaſſion we 
wake the poors condition our own. And Soberly, 
without riot or deboſh, without quarrel and trite ; 
which is the trueſt and beſt Brotherly Kindneſs. 

And theſe three things are thoſe by which the 
three great Tntereſis of mankind are provided oe 

a 


ASERMON preached at the 


and ſecured; Sol, Body, and Eſtate. For what o- 
ther way of ſaving our ſox/s, but by ſerving of 
God, by Godlineſs * What better Rule of Health 
can there 'be than Temperance or Sobriety? and 
what ſo likely a method of improving and ſecuring 
' Wealth as Charity, which lays up our treaſure' in 
Mat.$.20, heaven , where neither corruption: can attaint 1t, 
nor violence invade it > So the Poet himſelf, 
Extra ſortunam eſt quicquid donatur. 
Whatſoever a man beſtows to charitable uſes, he 
puts 1t out of the power, and beyond the reach of 
fortune. 

Now as you have with patience and cheerfulneſs 
attended the duties of the Church, which is one part 

- of Godlineſs ; ſoimay your brotherly kindneſs be ex- 
erciſed together without exceſs or tumult, and may 
your charity now, as it ought after ſo many years in- 
termiſſion, be liberal and exemplary. 

Thus if you do, you will aſſuredly , as I faid at 
firſt, by leaving a Bleſſing behind you, carry one 
home along with you and I alſo (which is the laſt 
partof what | have todo) may in a juſt confidence 
diſmiſs you with a Bleſſing. | 

The peace of God, &c. 
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An Advertiſement. 


Here is a Volume of LXI Sermons of this Author, printed for 
Richard Marriot, and ſold by moſt Book-ſellers. 
Alſo a Sermon lately preached - the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, fold by Walter Kettleby at the Biſhops head in St. 
PauPs Church-yard. 
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